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Introducing Limitless Horizons Ixil

June 2017

Limitless Horizons Ixil allows indigenous youth, women and families 

of Chajul, Guatemala, to develop the academic and professional 

skills needed to effect change in their lives and community.  



Where in the world?
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Chajul, is in the highlands of 
Quiché, one of Guatemala’s 
22 geographic departments 
and among the poorest 
areas in Latin America. Most 
inhabitants are subsistence 
farmers and food insecurity 
is the norm. The mainstay of 
the diet is corn. Nestled 
among mountains, Chajul is 
extremely temperate, with 
temperatures ranging from 
50 - 70 degrees throughout 
the year. People live in 
adobe houses with dirt floors 
and open fires for cooking 
and limited access to clean 
water.  



What are we supporting?

Year 1 Year 2

Direct – 95      Indirect – 165               Direct – 110    Indirect - 190
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DFW’s grant of $50,000 over two 

years enables a team of local female 

staff to educate and empower 

indigenous Chajul girls and women 

living in extreme poverty by providing 

access to education and academic 

support, career training, life skills 

workshops, mentorship, and income-

generating opportunities including a 

community-led artisan program. 



Life Challenges of Women in Chajul, Guatemala

Women in Chajul are still 
suffering the after-effects of 
the 36-year Guatemalan Civil 
War and genocide against the 
Ixil. Post-traumatic stress 
disorder and alcoholism result 
in violence against women. 
Residents struggle to make a 
living. Two out of three are 
faced with food insecurity and 
93% live in poverty. Only 11% 
graduate from middle school 
and just 3% of girls graduate 
from high school. By age 20, 
half are married and 54% of 
indigenous women are 
mothers.
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Budget
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How Dining for Women’s grant of $50,000 over two years will be used :

Item Total

Scholarships Student and intern scholarships $15,000

Personnel Training and development, 

volunteer stipends, collaboration 

with San Gaspar Middle School, 

contracted services (tutors, 

Intensive Spanish teachers, and 

workshop facilitators)

$10,625

Earnings Earnings of artisans, interns, and 

work-study participants

$11,750

Operations Events for students, supplies and 

materials, technology and 

communications

$12,625

TOTAL EXPENSES $50,000



About the Featured Grantee
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Limitless Horizons Ixil was 

founded in 2004 by Chajul native 

Pedro Caba Asicona and Katie 

Morrow. Youth Development 

Program graduates earn higher 

wages, attend university, and 

make informed decisions for their 

families. LHI allowed 29 girls to 

graduate from high school, and 

20 are attending university 

and/or have paid employment; 3 

were among the first ever Chajul 

women to graduate from college. 

Over 90% say they would not have 

attended middle school without 

the YDP, but instead would have 

been working in the fields or 

weaving at home. 



About the Featured Grantee

LHI was founded not only to offer access to education, but to create an 

informed, empowered generation of leaders – two-thirds of whom would be 

young women – that could challenge gender inequality and drive positive 

change in the community. Since 2006, LHI has created a student library 

and computer lab, established intensive Spanish classes, added career-

focused programming, counseling, and workshops, and set up an artisan 

program, internships and alumni services. In 2010, a community library 

was established. 
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Share Your Thoughts

1. How do you think this program might change society 
in Chajul?

2. Why is it imperative that parents participate in the 
workshops and other components of the program?

3. Why is learning to speak Spanish an important 
component of the Youth Development Program?
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