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Featured Grants fund:
• direct services
• new projects
• expansion of existing 

projects 
• capacity building

About Featured Grants

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Together Women Rise Grants Program has two key components that support our overall mission to achieve global gender equality. Featured Grants are largely focused on delivering direct services by funding grassroots organizations that empower and support women and girls in low-income and marginalized communities in the Global South. Our Transformation Partnerships are designed to invest in areas where we can make the biggest impact on achieving global gender equality by addressing the root causes of gender inequality.
 
Through our Featured Grants Program, we highlight a different organization/project each month, providing a variety of learning materials on the issue and how the grant will be used. Through the Featured Grants program, we support capacity building, new programs, or expansion of existing programs. The following is information on the grant we are featuring for June 2025. 




The Global Issue: 
Women & girl refugees are often trapped in poverty
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Global refugee crisis is extreme
• 38 million refugees worldwide (2024)
• Doubled in last 10 years
• Women & girl refugees – especially vulnerable
• Lack health care, maternal care, formal 

education, economic opportunities

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The global refugee crisis is more severe today than ever before. In 2024, there were 38 million refugees worldwide, roughly double the population just 10 years ago. 
According to a 2016 report from UN Women, 60 percent of preventable maternal mortality deaths take place in settings of conflict, displacement and natural disasters.
�When fleeing conflict, women and girls often suffer while displaced – unable to return home, unable to move forward with new lives elsewhere. According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), refugee women and girls are left particularly vulnerable to violence because the normal structures of protection often disappear in the crisis of displacement. They lack access to education, health care, including maternal care. Economic opportunities, if they existed, vanish. If they are able to earn income at all, women refugees are often limited to informal work for low pay. 
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June Featured Grantee: 
RefuSHE

• For refugee girls, by refugee girls
• Core value: “heshima” (Swahili) - respect, honor, and 

dignity
• Serves refugee girls & young women in Nairobi, Kenya
• Tailored, holistic programming

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
RefuSHE is an organization for refugee girls, by refugee girls. Its core value is “heshima,” a Swahili word that means respect, honor, and dignity. It serves refugee girls and young women – one of the world’s most vulnerable populations, prioritizing the needs of those living in Nairobi who have been separated or orphaned due to war, conflict, violence, and drought. 
RefuSHE is the only organization in Kenya dedicated to providing tailored, holistic programming to refugee girls and young women, where they can learn, heal, grow and become empowered leaders. RefuSHE’s holistic model is rights-based, trauma-informed, and girl-centered, which means its lens is shaped by the experiences, development, and needs of the girls and young women it serves. RefuSHE believes that every refugee girl and young woman deserves a life of dignity with equal access to safety, education, and economic prosperity. 
Key programs include:
Case management: to ensure specialized care and a holistic, comprehensive, individualized service plan
Safe House: a transitional shelter that provides protection and recovery to unaccompanied and separated refugee girls and their children
Mental health: evidence-based programs including arts and movement therapy, a psychoeducation workshop specifically created for refugee girls, talk therapy, and more
Education: A holistic approach to education rooted in the Girls Empowerment Program (GEP) – strengthening academic and economic achievement by providing refugee girls with school scholarships, life skills workshops, leadership development, vocational training, information and communications technology (ICT) classes, onsite childcare, daily meals, and access to a wide variety of livelihood opportunities
Artisan Collective: a peer-driven social enterprise that empowers refugee women with the education and opportunities they need to become skilled, confident, and economically independent entrepreneurs
Legal aid: helping girls gain proper legal identity documents needed for almost every facet of life, including education, healthcare, and employment
Community protection: includes training related to gender-based violence/sexual exploitation and abuse (GBV/SEA).
 
Since 2008, RefuSHE has served thousands of young refugee women, girls, and their children across East Africa, including 1,000 refugee girls in its Girls Empowerment Program and 884 children and young women in its Safe House. It has also provided services to over 5,000 urban refugees and host community members and over 1,000 local government officials through its Community-Based Protection and Livelihoods program.
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Life Challenges of 
Women in Kenya

• World’s largest refugee camps
• More than 100,000 refugees in Nairobi
• Vulnerable women & girls at risk for 

violence and exploitation
• Refugees in Nairobi face extreme 

poverty – become invisible
• Lack access to education, work 

opportunities 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Kenya is home to some of the world’s largest refugee camps. 
Although most refugees in Kenya live in refugee camps, roughly 100,000 live in Nairobi, Kenya’s capital. This number likely underestimates the total number of refugees living in Nairobi, as many refugees live in the city without official documentation. Particularly vulnerable among this population are refugee girls and young women since they are at heightened risk of sexual and emotional violence, physical abuse, domestic servitude, early marriage, early pregnancy, female genital mutilation/cutting, extortion, and human trafficking. Half of RefuSHE’s program participants have experienced some form of gender-based violence. They also face challenges related to integration into host communities, cultural differences, and the psychological impact of displacement. They have fled instability and persecution in their home countries across East Africa in search of protection and essential needs like clean water, food, shelter, and health care. Stranded in urban centers without basic provisions from UNHCR or access to government social services in Kenya, they endure extreme poverty and heightened vulnerability to gender-based violence (GBV). Living outside of refugee camps, they often fall through the gaps of protection and become invisible.
 
Refugee girls often lack access to education. Although they are eligible to attend primary and secondary schools in Nairobi, they often do not because they do not have the necessary documentation, such as ID cards or birth certificates, which are required to attend school. In addition, there are school fees, transportation costs, and costs for books, uniforms, and other educational costs that they cannot afford. Refugee girls can also be constrained by family expectations that can interfere with their ability to study and attend school. Schools are also often overcrowded and may not be welcoming to refugee students.
  
While refugees are legally eligible to work in Kenya, they often face significant barriers that limit their ability to obtain legal work. To gain legal employment, refugees must have a work permit. Applications for work permits require a recommendation from a prospective employer and documentation of official refugee status.  Given these requirements, only a few refugees are eligible. Some refugee girls work in the informal sector, but this can be very risky. Informal jobs often offer low wages, lack job security, and do not provide social protection. Some girls may be exploited, including being pressured into forms of sexual exploitation. Refugee girls living in Nairobi can acquire a business license from the city council to start a business, but a lack of capital or credit often makes that impossible. In addition, refugee girls also face gender-based and cultural norms that prevent them from engaging in economic activities while prioritizing unpaid care and domestic work.
 



How Our Grant Will Be Used

$50,000 Project Grant  
Girls Empowerment Program
Comprehensive education 
program 
Skills to rebuild their lives & start 
on entrepreneurial futures
Strengthens academic & 
economic achievement
Holistic care
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Together Women Rise will fund RefuSHE’s Girls Empowerment Program, a comprehensive education program that aims to break the poverty cycle by preparing refugee girls and young women with the skills they need to rebuild their lives. 
 
RefuSHE focuses on strengthening academic and economic achievement by providing refugee girls with school scholarships, life skills workshops, mental health counseling, trauma-informed yoga, leadership development, vocational training, information and communications technology (ICT) classes, onsite childcare, daily meals, and access to a wide variety of livelihood opportunities. Life skills training and legal aid assistance are provided for participants, so they can obtain official documentation as refugees and build confidence and leadership.




How Our Grant Will Be Used
• Vocational training & trade certification
• Internship & entrepreneurship opportunities
• Life skills sessions
• Transport, meals, training materials (women, 

children)
• Support participants for 1-month internships
Direct impact: 400 women and girls; Indirect impact: 1,600 women & girls
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Key activities:
Empower girls and young women, ages 14 to 25, with dressmaking and cottage skills (fashion design and tailoring vocational training classes) and register them for National Industrial Trade Authority Exams certification.
Enhance their access to livelihoods through internship and entrepreneurship opportunities leading to greater employment.
Equip participants with weekly life skills sessions.
Provide transport, meals, and training materials for 36 girls and young women and their children for 12 months.
Support participants for 1-month internship opportunities.
 
IMPACT – Direct: 400 women and girls; Indirect: 1,600 women and girls 




Budget
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Item Description Cost 
Transportation Transport for participants to come to the campus for four days a 

week for 12 months $18,954 

Personnel and 
Administrative Costs 

Portion of program staff member salaries and administrative costs 
for RefuSHE’s main campus $15,000 

Supplies Portion of education support and supplies for children in formal 
school, program supplies $3,755 

Meals Portion of costs for meals for participants for four days a week for 
12 months $3,452 

Vocational Training 
Support Training tools and materials $2,308 

Internship Support Internship support for six participants for one month $2,308 

NITA 
National Industrial Trade Authority Exams: materials and tools for 
tailoring, exam registration, annual subscription fee for the exam 

center 
$2,300 

Life Skills Support Support of facilitation for life skills activities for the year, plus 
thematic celebrations $1,923 

Total  $50,000 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We love that RefuSHE’s programs are for refugee girls and women in urban Nairobi, which is often an overlooked population. The organization has solid programs and a strong record of accomplishment. As more people are displaced and more women/girls need refuge, the need for this program is expected to increase.
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