
 

 

Additional 2025 & 2026 Featured Grantees 

Updated 3/19/2026 
 

Thanks to the generosity of our members, 2025 was our best fundraising year ever! As a result, 

we are funding eight additional Featured Grantees in addition to the 12 we announced last 

December. With these extra grants, we expect to impact 6,797 women and girls and 

indirectly impact 139,103.  

1. Friendship Bridge – Guatemala -- $50,000 

Friendship Bridge is a social enterprise with a mission to empower vulnerable women in 

Guatemala, particularly indigenous Maya living in rural communities with high poverty rates. 

Rise previously funded Friendship Bridge with a Featured Grant in 2006 and a Sustained Grant 

in 2013-2015. 

 

Their Bridge to Success Guarantee Fund removes a major barrier to women’s economic 

advancement in rural Guatemala: lack of collateral to access credit. We are funding a 12-month 

pilot which will enable 150–200 women to secure their first loan without a guarantor (with 

average loan sizes of $765–$2,500) to invest in equipment, inventory, or infrastructure that 

generate income and can serve as future collateral.  

 

Direct Impact: 75   Indirect Impact: 300 

 

Why We Love This Project: 

We love this project because it combines access to capital with tailored mentorship and financial 

education, increasing both repayment confidence and business growth. The revolving design 

makes the model sustainable, while tracking progression to standard loans builds a bridge from 

exclusion to inclusion. Centering women as economic actors and decision-makers, this initiative 

strengthens household resilience and community prosperity. 

 

2. Women’s Justice Initiative – Guatemala -- $50,000 

Women’s Justice Initiative improves the lives of Indigenous women and girls through education, 

access to legal services, and gender-based violence prevention. Rise previously funded 

Women’s Justice Initiative in 2018. 

 

We are funding their Adolescent Girls Program (AGP) which prevents child, early, and forced 

marriages and unions (CEFMU) in rural Guatemala. It does this by increasing girls’ knowledge of 

their rights, strengthening life skills and leadership capacity, and engaging parents and 

https://www.friendshipbridge.org/
https://togetherwomenrise.org/programs/friendship-bridge/
https://togetherwomenrise.org/programs/friendship-bridge/
https://womens-justice.org/
https://togetherwomenrise.org/programs/womens-justice-initiative/
https://togetherwomenrise.org/programs/womens-justice-initiative/
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community leaders to shift harmful social norms that perpetuate gender-based violence and 

early marriage. 

 

Direct Impact: 480   Indirect Impact: 2,400 

 

Why We Love This Project:  

This project tackles one of the most pressing barriers to girls’ futures — child marriage — 

by centering girls’ rights, voices, and leadership. The program is deeply rooted in the 

communities it serves and led by Maya-Kaqchikel women whose lived experience and cultural 

knowledge make them powerful mentors and advocates. By engaging parents and community 

leaders alongside girls, the program shifts harmful norms and builds broad support for change. 

This holistic, community-driven approach creates sustainable impact, enabling girls to dream 

bigger, stay in school, and shape brighter futures.  

 

3. Development in Gardening – Kenya -- $50,000 

 
The mission of Development in Gardening (DIG) is to improve the nutrition and livelihoods of some of the 
world’s most uniquely marginalized people by teaching them to plant regenerative gardens that grow 
health, wealth, and a sense of belonging. Rise previously funded DIG in 2016. 
 
We are funding DIG’s Priority Household Program (PHHP) which addresses child malnutrition while 
equipping mothers with the skills and resources to build long-term household resilience. Co-designed with 
local nutritionists and community members, the program targets families with children under five 
diagnosed with severe or moderate acute malnutrition. 
 
Direct Impact: 700   Indirect Impact: 2,800 

 

Why We Love This Project:  
We love this project because it responds to an urgent crisis while planting the seeds for long-term 
resilience. By pairing mothers with “Mentor Mothers”, the program fosters trust, shared experience, and 
emotional support alongside practical nutrition and livelihood training. It ensures that children recover 
from malnutrition while equipping families with home gardens and financial skills to thrive. At a time when 
international aid cuts have left households vulnerable, DIG’s model provides a community-driven, 
sustainable response that centers women’s leadership and transforms entire families. 

 

4. Nomi Network – Cambodia -- $50,000 

Nomi Network is part of the global effort to end human trafficking in our lifetime. Its vision is a world 

where every woman and girl can know her full potential. Its mission is to end human trafficking by 

creating pathways to safe employment, empowering women and girls to break cycles of 

exploitation in their families and communities.  

 

This grant will strengthen and expand the Workforce Development Program for economically 

marginalized women in provinces with high rates of labor and sex trafficking driven by poverty, 

https://www.dig.org/
https://togetherwomenrise.org/programs/development-in-gardening-dig/
http://www.nominetwork.org/
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limited education, and gender inequality. Funding will provide life skills, job-readiness, and 

entrepreneurship training; connect women to safe employment; and support small-business start-

ups. Read More 

 

Direct Impact: 500   Indirect Impact: 1,000 

 

Why We Love This Project:  

This project tackles one of the root causes of human trafficking — economic vulnerability — with a 

proven, trauma-informed approach that centers women’s dignity, agency, and long-term stability. 

Through the Workforce Development Program, economically marginalized women in high-risk 

trafficking regions gain life skills, job readiness, entrepreneurship training, and access to safe, 

sustainable income opportunities. This project goes beyond short-term relief by building economic 

security, leadership, and social capital, while strengthening community-driven solutions to 

exploitation. By investing in both direct services and rigorous program evaluation, this initiative not 

only protects women from trafficking and re-trafficking but also generates learning that can improve 

anti-trafficking efforts across the region — creating safer futures for women, their families, and their 

communities. 

 

5. Babies and Mothers Alive USA – Uganda -- $50,000 

The mission of Babies and Mothers Alive is to create partnerships that transform the quality of 

reproductive, maternal, and newborn health in Uganda. Rise previously funded Babies and 

Mothers Alive in 2019 when they were known as Brick by Brick Partners.  

 

We are funding the Mama Rescue program that addresses the second delay in maternal 

emergencies — reaching care — and reduces the third delay — receiving timely treatment. It uses 

existing mobile networks and mobile-money to connect health centers with the nearest ambulance 

or automobile taxi.  

 

Direct Impact: 3,000  Indirect Impact: 30,000 

 

Why We Love This Project: 

We love this project because it delivers proven, time-critical impact with elegant simplicity, 

leveraging tools people already use (basic phones, mobile money) to cut dangerous delays. Every 

grant dollar goes directly to rides that save lives, while matching funds cover training and system 

oversight, resulting in an efficient, accountable design. Mama Rescue is community-embedded, 

and health-system aligned, with demonstrated reductions in referral times and a clear pathway for 

government co-investment and scale. 

 

  

https://togetherwomenrise.org/programs/nomi-network/
https://www.babiesandmothersalive.org/
https://togetherwomenrise.org/programs/brick-by-brick-partners/
https://togetherwomenrise.org/programs/brick-by-brick-partners/
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6. Free to Run – Afghanistan -- $49,896 

The mission of Free to Run is to advance gender equity globally through running. With this grant, 

we are funding Free to Run’s psychosomatic, virtual/indoors Omid 2.0 program with 150 

adolescent girls and young women across three provinces in Afghanistan to improve mental health 

and enhance life and leadership skills. Read More 

 

Direct Impact: 150    Indirect Impact: 450 

 

Why We Love This Project 

Free to Run's story began in Afghanistan a little over a decade ago when human rights lawyer and 

ultra marathoner Stephanie Case - stationed in the country at the time - was approached by local 

Afghan women eager to join her run training. What began as an informal all-women's 

running/hiking/walking group soon led to running-based leadership programs across five provinces. 

 

Today, under the Taliban's regime, with increasing limitations on women's mobility, freedom, 

access to education, and sport and recreational opportunities, the program looks very different. 

Catering to the current need, Free to Run operates a clandestine, indoor yoga-based 

psychosomatic program designed to improve the mental health and resilience of Afghan women 

and girls. The program is titled Omid (meaning 'Hope' in Dari) with a vision to provide hope to the 

forgotten Afghan woman, who continues to resist through movement and connection in a restrictive 

environment. 

 

7. Video Volunteers – India -- $50,000* 

Video Volunteers empowers marginalized people to tell their stories and create change campaigns, 

so that their issues come out from under the rug and become important threads in India’s 

development narrative. 

 

We are funding the VideoActive Women: Unleashing the Power of Young Women's Stories 

project which will enable 1,000 young women in rural India to become digital changemakers, 

finding their own powerful voice on social media and thus promoting better gender discussions and 

awareness in their home villages. Read More 

 

Direct Impact: 1,010   Indirect Impact: 100,000 

 

  

freetorun.org
https://togetherwomenrise.org/programs/free-to-run/
https://www.videovolunteers.org/
https://togetherwomenrise.org/programs/video-volunteers/
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Why We Love This Project:   

This project directly amplifies rural women’s voices by equipping them with the tools to document, 

challenge, and dismantle patriarchy in their own communities. The model is uniquely rooted in 

community storytelling and digital leadership, giving women power not only to speak, but to 

influence governance and accountability. We value that the program is proven, scalable, and led by 

diverse women who already demonstrate impact. With more than 50% of creators being women 

and a history of measurable change—including community videos resolving local issues—there is 

strong evidence that investing in this initiative will expand gender equity and leadership where 

women are most marginalized. 

 

*Note: This grant was paid in 2025. 

8. Kupona Foundation – Tanzania -- $50,000* 

The Kupona Foundation empowers people and communities in Tanzania to realize their potential 

by improving their access to healthcare. At optimal health, individuals and their families thrive, 

breaking the cycle of poverty.  

We are funding the Empowering Women with Obstetric Fistula project which empowers women 

living with obstetric fistula through the provision of holistic treatment including identification and 

referral, treatment, and post-operation care. We are also funding a socio-economic program 

through The Mabinti Centre. By developing skills in sewing, screen printing, beading, business, and 

English, Mabinti empowers women with the tools and confidence needed to become financially 

independent, either by starting their own businesses or securing employment. Read More 

 

Direct Impact: 232   Indirect Impact: 603 

 

Why We Love This Project: 

This project directly advances gender equity through lifesaving maternal care and long-term 

economic empowerment for some of Tanzania’s most marginalized women. By pairing medical 

treatment with vocational training and psychosocial support, Kupona ensures that women 

recovering from fistula are not only healed physically but able to rebuild their independence and 

dignity. We appreciate that Kupona’s approach addresses root causes and lifelong impact. Their 

collaboration with a locally led healthcare system, focus on respectful, rights-based care, and 

success in reducing maternal and neonatal deaths clearly demonstrate a sustainable, data-driven 

model that uplifts vulnerable women and girls at every stage of the reproductive health continuum.  

 

*Note: This grant was paid in 2025. 

https://kuponafoundation.org/
https://togetherwomenrise.org/programs/video-volunteers/

