
 
2026 Annual Appeal 

Key Talking Points for Chapter Leaders 
 

This fall, Rise is building off the momentum we generated in last year’s annual appeal to create even more incredible 
opportunities for women and girls around the world. As a Chapter Leader, you play a crucial role in this campaign.  
 
The Crisis: 
 

• Together Women Rise enters 2026 facing a funding landscape that is, if anything, even more urgent than last year. 

• With over 800 grant applications received for our 2026 grant cycle — up from 600+ in 2025 — the need for gender 
equality funding worldwide has only deepened. 

• The dismantling of USAID and other reduced aid commitments have left a void that grassroots organizations cannot fill 
on their own.   
 

Our Response: 
 

• Rise is launching our 2026 annual appeal with the goal to raise $700,000 to award 18 or more Featured Grants in 2027 
and to continue the expanded commitment made during last year’s campaign.  

• The annual appeal campaign will launch on October 1 with a special $100,000 Matching Opportunity. All donations 
received in October will be matched, up to $100,000. The annual appeal runs through the end of the year.  

 

• During our annual appeal, we ask all members to make a year-end gift in addition to their monthly chapter contributions. 
 

• Monthly chapter donations alone are not enough to fund our work and ensure Rise is a high-impact, sustainable 
organization.  

 

• ALL donations (i.e. monthly chapter donations, annual appeal donations) are combined and used to:  
▪ Fund our grants and our partnerships 
▪ Conduct rigorous screening, vetting, and monitoring of our grantees 
▪ Provide excellent learning materials and engagement opportunities for our members 
▪ Support new and existing chapters across the U.S. 
▪ Recruit and retain a highly competent and experienced staff 

 
Instructions for Your Chapter’s Annual Appeal Donations 
 

• Be an example: support the annual appeal with your own donation and encourage your chapter members to contribute.  
 

• Your members can contribute to the annual appeal: 
▪ By credit card online at https://donate.togetherwomenrise.org/2026-aa-payment 
▪ By check mailed to Together Women Rise, PO Box 890272, Charlotte, NC, 28289-0272. 
▪ By completing the reply card that you will receive in the mail along with an appeal letter in October. 
▪ By participating in the Chapter & Champion Challenge and raising funds from your members, family, and friends.  

 

• If you collect annual appeal donations at your chapter meetings, please keep them separate from regular monthly chapter 
donations. 

 

• Be sure to write member ID numbers and “Annual Appeal” on the memo line of any checks.  
 

• Complete the Annual Appeal Donations Transmittal Form and send it, along with the checks you collect from members to 
our bank processing center in Charlotte, NC (address provided on the form). 

 

• If you have any questions, please contact Together Women Rise at donations@togetherwomenrise.org or 864-335-8401. 

https://donate.togetherwomenrise.org/2026-aa-payment
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