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2026 Annual Appeal
Chapter and Champion Challenge Information

Last year, you helped us meet an unprecedented moment. Together, our community awarded 20 Featured Grants — more than
ever before — at exactly the moment when women and girls needed us most. Because of you, more than 140,000 women and
girls have a path forward.

But the need is still great. More than 800 organizations applied for our 2027 grants — more than 200 more than last year’s
record. But this year, we're not just asking you to respond to a crisis. We’re asking you to sustain what you started — to ensure
that the impact you made in 2025 ripples forward for generations.

In a world where so much feels uncertain and out of our control, this is something tangible that you can do — something that will
genuinely matter. Rise doesn’t receive government funding or grants. Our impact is solely dependent on your support. When you
give to Rise, you are not just donating; you are shaping the future of women and girls around the world.

The Chapter and Champion Challenge invites Rise chapters and individuals (champions) nationwide to continue this
momentum by encouraging chapter members, family, friends, co-workers, and personal networks to step up and give to this
critical annual appeal campaign. You or your chapter can help us reach our goal of raising $700,000 to award 18 or more
Featured Grants in 2027 by fundraising for the campaign within your community. Chapters and individuals can participate in
multiple categories — from total dollars raised to largest number of new donors acquired — ensuring that every chapter or
individual, regardless of size or connections, can make a meaningful contribution and potentially win recognition.

Challenge Categories

e Grand Prize: Most Dollars Raised
e Runner-up: Second-Most Dollars Raised
e Largest Number of New Donors Acquired

The chapter or individual/champion that raises the most dollars wins the Grand Prize — the ability to award an extra bonus
grant of $500 to any past grantee they choose (that has successfully fulfilled all grant obligations). Other prizes include a
special interactive online conversation with a past grantee and signed copies of an impactful new book.

How to Participate — Step by Step

Step 1: Opt Into the Challenge
e Complete this FORM to officially register your chapter for the challenge. You must “opt in” to be considered for
challenge recognition.
¢ The Rise Home Office will create a special fundraising webpage for you or your chapter. To count toward the Challenge,
all donations must be made through your or your chapter’s designated fundraising webpage.
e The Challenge launches with the public campaign on October 1, but you can opt in to participate in the Challenge any
time prior to December 1,

Step 2: Explore Different Fundraising Sources
Source A: Encourage Your Own Chapter Members to Give
e Inspire your chapter members to step up and make an extra gift for this special annual appeal.
e Ensure that your members or network donate through your or your chapter’s designated fundraising webpage.

Source B: Ask Non-Members to Give Through your Chapter or Champion Fundraising Page
e Share the link to your fundraising webpage with your friends, family, and others in your network, and encourage
each of your chapter members to do the same.
e Use the sample copy and promotional images, available HERE for posting on your social media channels,
emails, or other communications with your network.

Source C: Host a Special Chapter or Champion Fundraiser


https://donate.togetherwomenrise.org/2026-chapter-champion-challenge
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kAPLJ6JzsS7RU0aM3Sl_Qp9klwmgY8ig/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=110301267470948074669&rtpof=true&sd=true

$% TOGETHER WOMEN RISE

e Plan a fundraising activity or event specifically for the campaign (yard sale, silent auction, wine tasting, etc.) Our
new Fundraiser Toolkit has lots of great ideas, tips, and tools.

e Complete the Fundraiser Approval Form (required for all events)

e  Submit proceeds using the Chapter Fundraiser Proceeds Form

Step 3: Launch Your or Your Chapter’s Efforts
e Introduce the challenge at your October chapter meeting (see below for talking points) or share about the campaign with
your individual/champion network and encourage them to donate through your fundraising page
e Discuss and determine how your chapter might want to participate
e Begin tracking your progress.

Step 4: Stay Engaged Throughout the Campaign
e Check your or your chapter’s progress on your fundraising webpage
e Share updates with your members and other supporters
¢ Recognize and celebrate chapter members’ or donors’ efforts.

Step 5: Celebrate Your Achievements
Rise will announce the challenge winners in the new year!

Getting Your Chapter or Network Involved — Talking Points

Opening:
e Lead with 2025 impact and gratitude
e We were able to award 20 Featured Grants and support over 140,000 women and girls as a result of last year's Annual
Appeal
e Recap the Chapter Challenge and introduce the addition of individual Champions

Key Messages:
e We are not responding to a new crisis but are seeking to sustain and build off the momentum of last year’s record giving
total ($685,693).
e This year’s goal is a new record of $700,000, which you or your chapter can be a part of to help us reach women and
girls around the world.
e Every gift helps us increase our impact.

Group Discussion Questions:
e "What does it mean to you that so many organizations applied for grants this year?"
e "How can our chapter or my network_make a meaningful contribution to this historic campaign?"
o "What creative approaches could we or | try beyond regular monthly giving?"

Action Steps:
¢ Invite members or friends to participate in the challenge
e Share information about matching opportunities (October and Giving Tuesday)
o Distribute toolkit materials for those interested in peer-to-peer fundraising
e Set chapter or personal goals for participation

Frequently Asked Questions
1. How is performance tracked? Only chapters or champions that opt-in to the challenge are tracked and eligible for

recognition. Whether you are participating in the Challenge as a Chapter or Champion, all donations have to be through the
respective fundraising page to count towards your Challenge total.

2. Do we need approval for all fundraising activities? Yes, any special fundraising events (beyond regular chapter meetings
and online giving) require completion of the Fundraiser Approval Form.



https://togetherwomenrise.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Chapter-Fundraisers-Toolkit-2026.pdf
https://togetherwomenrise.org/fundraising-approval-form/
https://togetherwomenrise.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/ChapterFundraiserProceedsForm-fillable.pdf
https://togetherwomenrise.org/fundraising-approval-form/
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3. What's the difference between a fundraising webpage and regular giving? Rise will create a special fundraising
webpage just for your chapter or champion challenge. All donations from chapter members and others given through this
webpage will count towards the annual appeal goal and you or your chapter’'s Challenge participation.

4. What if we're a small chapter or | have a small network? Every chapter or champion can compete! Multiple challenge
categories give smaller chapters and networks opportunities to excel.

5. Does my chapter have to participate? What if we are a new chapter? Participation is completely voluntary.

6. When do we find out the results? Final results and recognition will be announced in the new year, with monthly progress
updates shared in The Dish.

Need Help? Contact Kaitlyn Grigsby-Hall at kaitlyn@togetherwomenrise.org



mailto:kaitlyn@togetherwomenrise.org

